
This is the season for big and significant changes. Change is an inevitable but necessary part of life. Change is 
what causes a caterpillar to become a butterfly, a seed to become a flower. The process of change is often                
accompanied by discomfort, but the product of change is something spectacular.
 
As I sit halfway across the world typing this, I reflect on the changes I have been going through: new culture, 
new environment, new faces, new role. Perhaps the only thing not so new, as I write this, is the weather; but 
even that is going to change as you read this. It has been frightening, tiring and at times painful too. But my 
comfort comes from someone who never changes. In this world of constant change, “Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8) Because, there is an unchanging God, we can have the assurance 
that despite the discomforts of change, He knows what is best for us and desires to give us His best.
 
To our graduates, not only have you changed in size and height, you have grown in understanding and in 
maturity. You stand as examples to your juniors of having built resilience and character. You stand as                
testimonies of the hard work of both staff and parents as we came alongside you to prod and to smoothen your 
‘rough edges’. While you are still a work in progress, I pray that as you leave this place which you have called 
‘my school’ and remember the good and bad times; do not forget that you are God’s Masterpiece, created for 
good works.
 
To the school community, as we gear up for a big season of change in the next few years, let us look on it as 
an opportunity to grow. A time to dream together, work together, as we seek to Shape Special Lives for 
Significance together. I am excited for what God has in store for Grace Orchard School, as He assures us, “For 
I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a 
hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11) I look forward to being with you all again. 
(Miss Kwan is on a one year study leave and is currently working on a M.Ed in Special Education at Vanderbilt University.)

‘Healthy Digital Habits, Thriving Children’ Workshop
Students and parents of GOS attended a ‘Healthy Digital Habits, Thriving Children’ workshop, 
organised by Google Asia Pacific. Together they learnt about cyber wellness and the importance of 
family relationships in discussing boundaries when using media and technology. Highlights of the 
workshop included an introduction to the Family Link app, which helps families create positive  
digital habits. Everyone who attended had a great time and we are thankful to Google Asia Pacific, 
SGVillage and Touch Cyber Wellness for making the workshop possible!
For more info:https://families.google.com/familylink/

Sports Day
Go Red! Go Blue! Go Yellow! Go G.O! (Grace Orchard) The primary theme for this year’s Sports Day 
is inclusion and maximum participation. Winning was secondary as students regardless of ability 
were given the opportunity to put their best foot forward in running and telematches. They came in 
separate colours but the spirit of unity was evident as the atmosphere was filled with eager cheer 
and jubilation. Thank you volunteers, parent supporters, students and staff for making this          
wonderful event possible!

Elective Showcase 
A colourful showcase of multi-talent! On 7th May, students creatively showcased the various            
activities and skills learnt from their Elective classes this year. The Elective Showcase provided a fun 
platform for participants to show-off their talent; whilst giving them the opportunity to develop 
their artistic skills and perform in front of a live audience. The morning’s showcase included drama, 
hip-hop dance, visual arts and musical performances, such as electronic dance, beatbox and         
bambajam. It was enjoyable, entertaining and engaging for all who attended!

‘Give Your Used Sports Shoes A Second Life’
GOS student leaders introduced the ‘Give Your Used Sports Shoes A Second Life’ organized by DOW 
Chemical and Sports SG, as one of our Values in Action (VIA) projects in May 2019. In collaboration 
with Fuhua Primary School, Jurong Primary School, Rulang Primary School, Hua Yi Secondary 
School and Yuhua Secondary School, our student leaders went to the various mainstream schools to 
distribute flyers, share and encourage the students to donate their used sports and school shoes 
which will be recycled as material for building new jogging lanes. This VIA project enabled our 
student leaders to develop their self-confidence and create opportunities to build social connections 
within the community. We would like to thank all the schools’ effort for creating a meaningful         
experience for our student leaders.
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Dr Low Guat Tin Challenge 2019 
On 1st of June, our students from the 91st Girls’ Brigade company participated in the 
Dr Low Guat Tin Challenge 2019 under the theme ‘Code to Serve’. 
Our GB girls were required to brainstorm an idea to serve the school community and 
they decided to serve their fellow GOS schoolmates with Autism. They attended a 
workshop conducted by the Amazon Web Services; and in a short period of time,   
they worked together to programme and build a prototype of a robot. Named Molly, 
the robot engages students with Autism in answering different questions. Their hard 
work and dedication paid off as they received a GOLD award for the challenge. Well 
done, GB girls!

ExCEL Fest and Teachers' Conference 2019
G.O.S' SWPBS (School Wide Positive Behaviour Support) goes to the Expo! An 
honour and privilege to be part of MOE's two-day ExCEL Fest and Teachers'            
Conference 2019. Our staff had a joyful and fruitful time sharing with fellow                
educators the positive impact (and fun learning) of SWPBS in our school. Thankful 
for the visitors and the encouraging 200+ SPFs (Specific Positive Feedback) they've 
shared at our booth. Congratulations to those who had won an SWPBS Learning 
Journey @ GOS.

14-year-old Milestone Camp
Collaborative learning through teamwork! On 4 – 6 July 2019, our 14-year old students 
attended Camp Confidante at the Sarimbun Scout Camp for a three-day inclusive camp 
aimed to develop the values of love and respect to self and others. Jointly organised with 
Special Olympics Asia Pacific, the memorable camp of fun and learning paired our 
students with mainstream school buddies of the same age. Together, we hoped to foster 
a greater sense of community belonging!

13-year-old Milestone Camp
“Are you ready for a challenge?” Our 13-year-old students gave a resounding “Yes” as 
they embarked on an adventure-filled camp at Camp Challenge Sembawang. Held in 
July, the 3D2N Milestone Camp enabled students to develop 4S: Self-identity, Self-   
leadership, Self-management and Social skills. Some of the camp highlights include 
overcoming personal fears of climbing high elements, working with interactive clay, 
experiencing outdoor cooking and working together to create a memorable camp fire. 
The students were also given the opportunity to share their learning with their school 
mates after they returned from camp. Well done, campers!

Youth Day Talent Show
GOS celebrated Youth Day on 5 July via a Talent Show! Students performed with zest 
and showcased their skills in singing, dancing, playing musical instruments and many 
other creative acts. In addition, it was an opportunity for students to think about their 
dreams as they listened to an inspirational sharing by one of our teachers on the topic of 
overcoming challenges and fulfilling dreams.

National Day Celebration
Remembering our past, celebrating our present! GOS celebrated Singapore’s 54th     
birthday with the theme of “Past and Present”. To make National Day a meaningful 
learning journey, students made posters and models out of recycled materials to       
showcase the past and present of Singapore. Class by class, they lined and proudly 
paraded their creative creations on stage for all to see. The students also had a chance to 
play games of the past and taste local snacks. We were also privileged to have Jurong 
Fire Station partner with us for our celebration. The friendly firefighters came with their 
fire engine, fire bike, Red Rhino as well as hands-on activity to use the fire extinguisher 
for our students to have a great experience. Our students had a blast celebrating our 
nation’s birthday. Indeed, it was a Happy National Day!

FEATURED
STUDENT “Never Give Up! I Can Do It!” That is Joanna’s mantra in her Work Experience (WE) Programme.                    

Eighteen-year-old Joanna Chang has a dream of regaining independent mobility – to be able to walk normally 
and go out with her friends. But, her long history of uncontrolled seizures, heavy epileptic medication dosages 
and brain operations, has resulted in muscle weakness on the left side of her body. Currently, Joanna is            
undergoing intensive therapy sessions to strengthen her core muscles.
However, these challenges have not stopped her from giving her best. Learning to string beads on beading wire 
to create fashion accessories, Joanna never gives up, despite the initial futile attempts. Gradually she has learnt 
to use her right hand to balance and string the beads together to form beautiful bracelets.
Creations from the heart - Joanna shows great patience and pride to complete every piece of her work. Each 
bracelet is uniquely handcrafted, from colour scheme to mixing and matching of different kinds of beads. Joy 
radiates from Joanna's face when she sees her customers wearing and appreciating her craftwork. Our 
students and staff can support Joanna’s handcrafted bracelets which are available for purchase at the GOS 
Thrift Shop.


